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Important 
Dates:

Issue Type/ 
Special Section:

Publication 
Date:

Ad 
Deadline:

MAY
05/06/2027        04/29/2027

05/20/2027       05/12/2027

JANUARY
01/14/2027        01/07/2027

01/28/2027        01/20/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Catholic Schools Week Section 

FEBRUARY
02/11/2027       02/03/2027

02/25/2027        02/17/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Wedding Section 

Catholic College Section   

MARCH
03/11/2027       03/03/2027

03/25/2027        03/17/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Camps and Travel Section

Easter

JUNE
06/03/2027        05/27/2027

06/17/2027       06/09/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Financial Planning Section   

JULY
07/01/2027       06/24/2027

07/15/2027        07/08/2027

07/29/2027        07/22/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Regular Issue 

Regular Issue

AUGUST
08/12/2027      08/05/2027

08/26/2027      08/18/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Back-to-School Section   

SEPTEMBER
09/09/2027      09/02/2027

09/23/2027       09/15/2027

Senior Spotlight*

Youth & College Section   

NOVEMBER
11/04/2027        10/27/2027

11/18/2027        11/11/2027

Senior Spotlight*
Discover Catholic Schools Section 

Regular Issue   

DECEMBER
12/02/2027        11/24/2027

12/16/2027        12/09/2027

12/23/2027        12/16/2027

Senior Spotlight* 
Advent and Christmas Planning

Advent and Christmas Planning

Advent and Christmas Planning

Christmas Issue  

** Please call your Account Manager for sizes and pricing.  

OCTOBER
10/07/2027       09/29/2027

10/21/2027        10/14/2027    

Senior Spotlight*
Respect Life Section 

Regular Issue   

APRIL
04/08/2027       03/31/2027

04/22/2027        04/15/2027   

Retirement Living Section 

Regular Issue    
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By ANN M. AUGHERTON
Catholic Herald Managing Editor

If you are looking for a quick getaway, consider Puerto 
Rico. The island has been hit hard by repeated storms, 
but tourism still thrives, including a steady stream of 
cruise ships to the Carib-
bean destination with a 
rich Catholic history.

There’s plenty to do if 
you are into:

History — tour Old 
San Juan inside the walls 
from the Castillo San 
Cristobal, built to protect 
the city from a land at-
tack (a 10-minute walk 
from the cruise port) to 
Castillo San Felipe del 
Morro (a half-hour walk 
from Cristobal), built to 
protect the island from a sea attack. It’s a U.S. National 
Park so bring your annual or lifetime pass and your 
National Parks Passport and get it stamped. You’ll pass 
the Cemeterio Santa Maria between the two forts. It’s a 
unique clustering of headstones on the edge of the sea. 
Both forts feature prominent chapels, illustrating that 
church and state were indelibly linked on the island.

Most guidebooks and locals will tell you to avoid 
walking through the adjacent neighborhood, La Perla.

Read up on the numerous groups who tried to take 
over the island — from the early Spanish settlers to 

the English, the Dutch and the English again. After the 
Spanish-American War, the island became a U.S. terri-
tory in 1899.

Nature — so many places to explore, including rain-
forests, rustic beaches and groomed hotel beaches com-
plete with drink service. You might have seen the televi-

sion commercials aimed 
at saving feral cats from 
being killed by the Nation-
al Park Service to address 
overpopulation. Some cats 
appreciate the tourists, es-
pecially when they share 
their breakfast cream.

Cuisine — try the mo-
fongo (mashed green 
plantains usually fried 
and ball-shaped) and 
mallorca (Puerto Rican 
sweet bread); visit the 
place where they say 

they invented the Piña Colada, better yet, visit one of 
the rum distilleries on the island for a tour and tasting. 
There’s even a terrific gelato shop in Old San Juan.

Religion — make a visit to the jubilee year churches; 
a walk around town will net some tucked-away his-
toric churches and chapels with beautiful stations of 
the cross, unique crypts, and countless candle-lighting 
opportunities

At the end of Calle Cristo is Capilla del Santo Cristo. 
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SSuummmmeerrSummer
A t B i s h o p O ' C o n n e l l H i g h S c h o o l

CCuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuCaammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaCCCCuCC mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaammaa ppmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeepmmmmmmmmmm sseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesppppeeeeppCamps

G r a d e s 5 - 8

bishopoconnell.org/summercamps
For more information and to register:

Digital Game Design • Science Fun • Band
Brain Games • Lego Physics • Theatre
Passport to Europe • A.I. Explorers • Art
Recreational Games • Photography

GIF Animation • Sculpture • Creative Writing
Filmmaking • Python Coding

...and more! G r a d e s 5 - 8

bishopoconnell.org/summercamps
For more information and to register:

PR: A quick getaway

Puerto Rico:

A quick 3.5-hour flight
No passport needed
Stay in or close to Old San Juan, very walkable;
 Uber or taxi everywhere else
Take day excursions to rainforest, beaches, night
 kayak tours to bioluminescent bays
Some beaches are rustic with the occasional rooster
 running around; rent a chair and umbrella
Churches are abundant and full of character;
 find the jubilee year churches

See PUERTO RICO page 20

ANN M. AUGHERTON  |  CATHOLIC HERALD
Palm trees, turquoise waters and a rich history are 
part of the allure of Puerto Rico. More photos at 
catholicherald.com.
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Students and teachers 

celebrate their win 

with a special photo 

and plans for a year 

of blue treats. 

By ZOEY MARAIST

For the Catholic Herald 

The Council for American Private Ed-

ucation announced that St. Mark School 

in Vienna was one of two schools in Vir-

ginia named a 2025 CAPE Blue Ribbon 

School last month.

The school community had just won 

a blue ribbon; now, they were trying to 

become one.

On a sunny fall afternoon Oct. 17, St. 

Mark students marched onto a grassy 

field beside the school playground. 

Some wore yellow spiritwear T-shirts 

and others blue uniforms. Teachers 

shepherded the yellow-clad students 

to the center and positioned the rest 

into the shape of a blue ribbon around 

them. From the edge of the field, Prin-

cipal Kimberly Parker consulted a drone 

camera, then called out instructions to 

teachers via walkie talkie.

When the whole school was finally in 

place for the photo, Parker had one final 

message for everyone. “Ladies and gen-

tlemen, give yourself a big round of ap-

plause because you deserve it,” she said. 

“We are so incredibly proud and happy 

for you.”

Previously, the U.S. Department of Ed-

ucation awarded the Blue Ribbon of Ex-

cellence to schools around the country. 

After receiving good news about student 

test scores, St. Mark administrators be-

gan the application process by working

VIENNA ST. MARK SCHOOL

Becoming a blue ribbon

COURTESY

Members of St. Mark School in Vienna stand in the shape of a blue ribbon to 

commemorate their award-winning accomplishment Oct. 17. 

See ST. MARK page B2
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Open House

SAINT LUKE SCHOOL

JOIN US SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16

10:30AM-12:30PM

7005 Georgetown Pike 

McLean, VA 22101            

703-356-1508
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